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Building a Better Toolkit

Armed with the learning 
outcomes big picture and a 
common language, you're ready 
to choose and develop the tools 
to assess students' achievement 
of learning outcomes.
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LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT
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Authentic Assessment Practices
Examples of assessmentséCan be used to assessé

Problems, cases, debates, analyses Critical thinking skills

Research/inquiry projects, annotated

bibliographies

Research skills

Essays, reports, stories, poems, 

proposals, presentations, posters

Communication skills

Creation of diagrams, simulations, 

models

Creativity, comprehension, 

research skills

Reflective writing, practicums, learning 

portfolios

Professional competence, 

application



Choosing valuable assessments

Can the selected assessments be embedded into existing courses?  

Or can you select assessments that already exist within courses that 

could be used to provide information about learning throughout the 

program?

Do the selected assessments assess the intended outcomes?  

Are they valid? Trustworthy? Reliable? Credible?



Choosing valuable assessments

Are the selected assessments an authentic representation of what the 

student is expected to be able to do in the future?

Are they true to the discipline or profession? 

How do the selected assessments help contribute to the studentsô 

learning?  

Diagnostic feedback? Formative feedback? 



Assessment Tools
Course-level tools Program-level tools

Course plans or outlines can be 

used to clearly depict how the 

course assessments align with the 

course goals and intended 

outcomes

Rubrics and grading schemes 

can help you ensure that you are 

consistently evaluating the extent 

to which students demonstrated 

the achievement of the learning 

outcomes within course-

embedded assessments.  

Curriculum mapping tools and 

outcomes grids are tools that 

help ensure that the elements 

within the program are aligned to 

the program learning outcomes.  

Assessment analytics are 

emerging as a way of 

documenting and reporting 

learning achievements throughout 

the program.
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BUILDING A 

CULTURE OF ENHANCEMENT


